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SUB J : SIERRA LEONE TWO DAYS BEFORE ELECTIONS 

REF: FREETOWN 1404 

1 . SUMMARY. EXPECTED ELECTION VIOLENCE HAS BROKEN OUT IN BO 
AND CONTINUED AT MOKANJI WITH AT LEAST SEVEN PEOPLE DEAD AND 
NUMEROUS MORE INJURED. UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ARE ON ASIT- 
DOWN STRIKE, BUT MOST SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE STILL 
ATTENDING SCHOOL. SIERRA LEONE LABOR CONGRESS (SLLC) HAS 
ISSUED STRONG PUBLIC STATEMENT ESPECIALLY CONDEMNING FACT THAT 
SO MANY APC CANDIDATES HAD BEEN RETURNED UNOPPOSED. GOSL- 
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CONTROLLED MEDIA HAS CARRIED PRACTICALLY NO REPORTS OF 
DIFFICULTIES SURROUNDING THE ELECTIONS OR OPPOSITION TO THE 
RETURN OF LARGE NUMBERS OF APC CANDIDATES UNOPPOSED. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON MAY 3 LARGE NUMBERS OF SLPP SUPPORTERS GATHERED IN BO 
TO COUNTER APC THUGS. THE RESULT WAS SERIOUS CLASHES IN THE 
STREETS, WIDESPREAD USE OF TEAR GAS, AND REPORTED RAIDING OF 
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HOUSES BY ISU SECURITY MEN. REPORTS FROM RELIABLE OBSERVERS 
INDICATE THAT AT LEAST SEVEN WERE KILLED AND PERHAPS AS MANY 
AS 40 INJURED. AN UNEASY CALM APPEARS TO REIGN NOON MAY 4. 

LATEST RUMOR IN BO IS THAT RESERVOIR HAS BEEN POISONED AND TAP 
WATER UNSAFE. ALL AMERICANS WELL AND ACCOUNTED FOR. 

3. DIFFICULTIES REPORTED REFTEL AT MOKANJI STARTED UP AGAIN 

THIS WEEK. MORE HOUSES WERE BURNED, AND NORTHERNERS, ESPECIALLY 
TEMNES, WERE ROUTED FROM THE AREA. IT IS CLEAR THAT THIS IS 
SYMBOLIC OF GROWING SERIOUS TRIBAL TENSION WITHIN THE COUNTRY, 
ESPECIALLY BETWEEN THE TEMNES AND THE MENDES. 

4. FURTHER DISTURBANCES ELSEWHERE UPCOUNTRY ARE LIKELY, BUT 
INFORMATION IS NOT WIDELY A VAIL ABIE IN FREETOWN. 

5. UNIVERSITY STUDENTS ARE ON A SIT-DOWN STRIKE, AND STUDENTS 
HAVE BEEN WARNED NOT TO LEAVE THE CAMPUS. SOME UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE VISITED SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
YESTERDAY AND TO HAVE TOLD THE STUDENTS TO GO HOME EARLY, 

AND MOST DID; ABOUT SEVENTY PERCENT RETURNED TO SCHOOL TODAY. 

6. MAY 3 LETTER TO PRESIDENT STEVENS BY SLLC IS CRITICAL OF 
HIS FAILURE TO RESPOND TO PREVIOUS DEMANDS AND DISCUSSIONS 
IN SPITE OF HIS HAVING PROMISED TO DO SO. SLLC CALLS FOR 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION TO THEIR PREVIOUS DEMANDS AND FURTHER CALLS 
ON STEVENS TO DECLARE UNOPPOSED NOMINATIONS NULL AND VIOD 
SINCE THERE WERE OPPOSITION CANDIDATES TO RUN AGAINST EACH 

ONE OF THE UNOPPOSED APC MEN, BUT THAT OPPOSITION CANDIDATES 
WERE PHYSICALLY PREVENTED FROM PRESENTING THEIR NOMINATING 
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PAPERS. SLLC LETTER ENDS WITH ONLY SLIGHTLY VTF.LF.P THREAT. 

QUOTE CONSEQUENTLY, YOUR EXCELLENCY IS NOW BEING TOLD IN PLAIN 
AND SIMPLE LANGUAGE THAT IF THE SITUATION DETERIORATES ANY 
FURTHER NECESSITATING WORKERS NOT REPORTING FOR DUTY BECAUSE 
OF SECURITY RISKS THE COOPERATION OF THE SLLC WILL NOT BE 
FORTHCOMING. UNQUOTE. 

6. COMMENT: WITH ELECTION DAY SO CLOSE, IT SEEMS AS IF THE 
APC HAS GAINED VICTORY IN ROUND ONE. THEY WILL SURELY WIN 
AT LEAST SOME OF THE SEATS BEING CONTESTED, THUS GIVING STEVENS 
HIS DESIRED MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT. THE NUMBER THE APC WINS 
MAY BE HIGHER THAN EXPECTED, SINCE MANY OF THOSE WHO WOULD 
NORMALLY BE ANTI-APC ARE INTIMIDATED FROM EVEN WALKING OUT ON 
THE STREETS ON ELECTION DAY. OMINOUS QUIET FROM STUDENTS AND 
FAILURE OF SLLC TO ACT UNTIL NOW MAY INDICATE POSSIBILITY THAT 
THESE GROUPS MIGHT MOVE IN CONJUNCTION WITH OFFICIAL PETITIONS 
BY SLPP CANDIDATES SUBSEQUENT TO ELECTIONS. NEXT WEEK MAY NOT 
BE QUIET EITHER. END COMMENT. 
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